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In this issue: England.
What are the main developments/events of charismatic renewal in the Roman Catholic Church in the European countries in the last 3 years? And how are young people under 35 years participating? 
Here is the report on the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) in England by Michelle Moran.
National Service Committee Report England

In response to the encouragement received in Prague (European ICCRS-meeting 2004) the English National Service Committee (NSC) began to work more closely with our neighbours in Wales, Ireland and Scotland.  We now have a Committee of the Isles, which consists of two representatives from each country.  We meet together twice a year and have collaborated together on some projects.  For example the Goodnews magazine is now a Renewal magazine covering the Isles.

The Newman Consultation

The Isles Committees worked together at hosting a Consultation in June 2005 which was held at Newman College in Birmingham.  250 leaders from CCR in the Isles gathered together and there were a small group of ecumenical guests.  In order to broaden the Consultation we also sent out questionnaires and received more than a thousand replies.  There was some teaching and reflection from teachers such as Fr Raneiro Cantalamessa, but the rest of the time was spent in prayer and sharing groups.  The 3 main things that emerged from the Consultation were:  

1. The centrality of the Baptism and Holy Spirit

2. The prophetic sign of people coming together from the Isles 

3. The call to unity

CCR at the centre of the Church

In 1998 during a time of prayer and discernment the NSC in England took the bold step to branch out and begin to share their gifts with the whole Church.  From this, CES (Catholic Evangelisation Services) developed.   CES is staffed and funded by the renewal but reaches out into the whole Church.  We began initially by producing Catholic resources to follow up Alpha, but as things have gathered momentum we have been commissioned by the Church to produce resources for Baptism preparation, First Holy Communion and the Eucharist.  Currently, we are working on a project which will focus upon the Creed.  More information about CES resources can be found at www.faithcafe.org 

40th Anniversary Celebrations

This year we held two anniversary celebrations, one in the north of England and the other at Westminster Cathedral.  We were delighted that our Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor was able to be the main celebrant at the Mass.  Alongside the day in the Cathedral we also held a celebration evening run by young people in a central London venue.  

Migrants

In response to the large number of migrants who are present in our cities especially London, the NSC held a day where we invited representatives from the various groups to meet together with us for sharing prayer and networking.  There were groups from countries in Eastern Europe, Africa, Asia and South America.  Several of these groups are well organised and very Charismatic, worshipping in their own languages and cultural styles.  The aim of our meeting was simply to allow them to meet each other and to inform them about what we as an NSC are doing.  This is only the beginning of what I am sure will prove to be a very important and fruitful collaboration.  

Training

We sent two young people to the first ICCRS Formation Institute in Rome.  Following this we began to run a course based on the ICCRS model.  CCLFC (Catholic Charismatic Leaders Formation Course) is now in its third season.  It runs for a year and consists of six residential weekends and includes a field trip to Rome.  The participation in the ICCRS Formation Institute was key to the vision of forming leaders specifically in the Renewal. We are now beginning to see the fruits of more, mature formed young leaders being raised up.  

The NSC

There have been some changes in the make-up of the NSC.  In February 2006 I took over the Chair from Charles Whitehead and we are now welcoming some new committee members whilst still trying to retain the wisdom of the more experienced leaders in the Renewal.  We have a young person on the NSC who has responsibility for Network, which is a young people’s expression of Renewal.  Within Network there are two strands, young couples and their families and youth of school and college age.  
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